


Executive Summary

During September, SAMIC continued to uphold its mandate of promoting compliance with
national meat classification standards and regulatory requirements across the value chain.
Inspections and audits were conducted to ensure ongoing quality, transparency, and
integrity in meat production and frade.

A total of 164 abattoirs were visited during the month, resulting in 24 deviations from
regulations, all of which were addressed. In the trading environment, 261 meat traders were
audited, with four regulatory deviations idenfified and rectified. Regarding dressing
standards, minimal deviations were observed.

Three students were assessed for independent classification.

In line with the Standing Regulations, 18 classifiers exceeding threshold deviatfions in
inspection standards underwent refresher training, in all species.

Participation in the Meat Classification System remained strong, with 194 abattoirs actively
involved. This included 149 facilities classifying beef, 146 classifying small stock, and 85
handling pork. This demonstrates growth of the industry with a net positive of abattoirs
adopting the classification system. Compliance enforcement remained a priority. One
abattoir's classification code was withdrawn due to non-compliance with regulatory
standards. In addition, five abattoirs received warnings for minor transgressions, and one
abattoir was issued a final warning. No trade transgressions were recorded this month, and
no trader warnings were issued. For export purposes, six intermediate hides and skins stores,
and 42 abattoir stores were audited to ensure readiness and compliance.

Audits related to the Quality Indication Mark (QIM) continued, with 156 conducted year-to-
date. These audits covered farms, abattoirs, deboning plants, and meat traders,
encompassing 30 different QIM specifications. Five non-compliances were identified during
these inspections.

Slaughter figure audits for September recorded additional 97 recordings for the month.
Year-to-date totals stands at nearly 1600 visits of 519 for beef, 474 for sheep, and 602 for
pork.

Engagements within the BLNS (Botswana, Lesotho, Namibia, and Eswatini) region continued,
with 51 audits and inspections conducted.

In support of national standardization, all SAMIC regional auditing inspectors participated in
evaluation visits to Renbro and Doornplaat abattoirs. These visits focused on calibrating
classification practices for beef, small stock, and pork, assessing fatness, conformation. and
damage codes. Inspectors conducted both individual and group assessments, and no
classification disputes were reported. The overall classification standard was considered
high.

Lastly, in the wool and mohair sector, the market remained competitive. Strong demand for
high-quality merino fleece and certified wools resulted in animpressive sales clearance rate
of 97.5%.
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A highlight for the month was the successful hosting of the annual carcass competition on 18
September 2025 at Gabbata Lodge near Pretforia, where producers were recognised for
their contribution to high-quality carcass production. This prestigious event was extremely
well attended by industry bodies, government representatives, dignitaries, media and
producers. Prize winners were celebrated and an engaging floor discussion led by Chef
Andile Somdaka and Consumer expert Marina Fourie demonstrated how important good
meat is for a good eating experience. The evening saw 22 winners and runners up of
excellence on animal production according to national standards. An  evening,
demonstrating SAMIC's innovation drive, was enjoyed by all.

Thanks to the SAMIC family and those involved in its progress, and of course that of the
industry!

Tom Westphal

Executive Director
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SUMMARY

Summary of audits conducted by the Regional Auditors / Inspectors during September 2025.

1.

Amount of audits Classification Abattoirs :
164 Abattoirs were visited for the month.
24 deviations from the Regulations were documented. It was addressed and / or
rectified.

2. Total Trade Visits

261 Meat traders were visited for the month.
4 deviations from the Regulations were noted as well as addressed and / or corrected.

Dressing Standards for the month

1 Deviation of the norm appeared on beef carcasses.

1 Deviations of the norm appeared on smallstock carcasses.
No deviations of the norm appeared on pork carcasses.

Assessing of Classification Students

1 Classification students were successfully assessed this month to independently
classify beef at abattoirs.

2 Classification student was successfully assessed this month to independently classify
smallstock at abattoirs.

O Classification student was successfully assessed this month to independently
classify pork at abattoirs.

Refreshing
Classifiers were refreshed this month for deviations above 6% in terms of the Standing
Regulations, (7 in beef, 8 in smallstock and 3 in pork).

National Carcass Competitions

No commercial and no emergent farmer national carcass competition for beef was
held during this month.

2 commercial and no emergent farmer national carcass competition for lamb was
held during this month.

No commercial and no emergent farmer national carcass competition for goat was
held during this month.

No commercial and no emergent farmer national carcass competitions for pork were
held during this month.

7. Total amount of abattoirs participating in the Meat Classification System

194 abattoirs is currently participating, consisting of :
149 abattoirs that classifies beef.

146 abattoirs that classifies smallstock.

85 abattoirs that classifies pork.
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10.

.

13.

14.

15.

Quality Indication Mark Auditing :

156 Quality indication mark audits were so far done for the month.

There are 30 different quality indication marks represented. Audits includes farms,
abattoirs, deboning plants and meat traders.

5 Non-compliances from the spesific quality indication mark spesifications were
noted.

Hides and Skins Audits for Export purposes
6 Intermediate hides and skins stores were audited this month for export purposes.
36 Abattoir stores were audited this month for export purposes.

Visits for slaughter figures
O Beef stats were recorded in September, and a total of 519 audits have been recorded

for the year to date.
0 Sheep stats were recorded in September, and a total of 474 have been recorded

for the year fo date.
97 Pig were recorded in September.and a total of 602 have been recorded for the

year o dafe.

Withdrawal of abattoir identification codes
1 Abattoirs' code to classify were withdrawn this month by SAMIC on behalf of the
National Department of Agriculture, Land Reform & Rural Development due to the non
compliance of the Standing Regulations.

. Warnings to Abattoirs

5 Abattoirs received warnings from SAMIC on behalf of the National Department of
Agriculture's Directorate of Food Safety and Quality Assurance for lesser
transgressiones of the Standing Regulations.
1 Abattoir received a final warning from SAMIC on behalf of the National Department
of Agriculture's Directorate of Food Safety and Quadlity Assurance for lesser
transgressiones of the Standing Regulations.

Registration / Re-registration of Abattoirs
1 abattoirs was registered for the month of September to classify.

Trade Transgressions

O Meat traders received warnings from SAMIC on behalf of the National Department
of Agriculture's Directorate of Food Safety and Quality Assurance for among other
things, incorrect labelling and imported meat which was not marked according to the

Regulations.

Auctions
0

BLNS
Sl
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17.

18.

Meat classification service

During September 2025 all SAMIC regional auditing inspectors involved with
classification visited two abattoirs. At Renbro Abattoir and Doornplaat Abattoir.
Evaluation of SAMIC regional auditing inspectors were done on beef, small stock and
pork classification. The aim is o make sure classification standards are the same ona
national basis. Carcasses were evaluated with regards to fatness classification,
conformation and damage codes. During this session regional auditor inspectors
evaluated carcasses individually and in group sessions.

A very successful annual carcass competition function was held on 18 September 2025
at Gabbata Lodge, close to Pretoria. Producers were acknowledged for their efforts
to produce high quality carcasses.

For September 2025, classification standard was good in general. No classification
disputes were received.

Wool and Mohair

Excellent competition amongst the buying houses for the good quality merino fleece
wools and certified wools, resulted in an overall sales clearance of 97.5%.
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